Grace found more than a home, she found shelter,

safety and a good life
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Changing 87 liveé

Program marks two years

TWO years ago, Homes for
Older Women began with
a simple but powerful idea:
that older women in the Blue
Mountains should not be left
to face homel alone.

made granny flats, studios,
cottages, and flats and hous-
es available at an affordable
rent to women accessing our
program,” said OWN Chair,
B, Johnston.

Established by the Old-
er Women's Network Blue
Mountains in May 2024, the
Homes for Older Women
program has now helped 87
women aged 55 and over find
an affordable place to rent.

"HOW also thanks the
many local organisations
who have provided funds
and support to us over the
last two years including Sce-
nic World, Catholic Care, Ro-
tary and Bendigo Bank," said
Ms Joh

Behind that borvate
women who have worked,
cared, contributed and built
lives in this community, only
to find themselves priced
out, pushed out, or sudden-
ly without a secure home in
later life.

‘Women aged 55 and over
are now the fastest growing
cohort at risk of homeless-
ness nationally. In the Blue

i the p
is real. Homes for Older
Women is showing what can

"Thanks too to everyone
who follows us on Facebook
and those who stop by to say
'hello' when we take part in
community events.

"Facing housing insecurity
late in life is so frightening.
The women we support feel
incredible relief when we
can connect them to a suita-
ble rental."

For Grace (not her re-
al name) that connection

1 d everything.

compassionate response to
HOW from so many local
property providers who have

Grace found a home in a one-bedroom cottage in the
Blue Mountains thanks to the Homes for Older Women
program. Picture supplied

happen when a cc Y i
refuses to look away.
"We are so grateful for the

She does not want to re-
veal her age, but said she
moved to the Blue Moun-
tains in 1998 "for the night
skies, slower pace and a

on, who also chairs -
* the HOW Advisory Group.
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more affordable retirement”
after decades working in
libraries and bookshops in

Sydney and Melbourne.
Her first long-term rental The WOLHCTLWE

in the Upper Mountains end- Support feel
ed when the owners retired N credible relief

and moved up from Sydney.
Her second rental ended When Wwe Can

this year when it became the cOnnect them to

6

owner's artist studio. 3

Rt e s 2 sUEble Yental:
having no luck finding a Br Joh
new place within my means
‘when I spotted a HOW flyer ding di group
atalibrary and got in touch,” and a book club in Katoom-
she said. ba and Blackheath.

After a careful intake pro- "Securing this home sym-

bolised everything that is
important to me - having
shelter, safety, and a good
life," she said.

cess, the Homes for Older
Women team connected
Grace with a bright one-bed-
room cottage in the grounds
of a property owner's home. Homes for Older Wom-
"I am well aware there en works because local
are older women living in people choose to be part of
their cars or other temporary  the solution.
places and am just so appre- Do you have a granny flat,
ciative for HOW's support, studio, cottage, flat or house
which they provided with you could rent affordably
such empathy - I can't praise to an older woman? Learn
them enough.” “more at how.ownnsw.org.
Grace's new home is close au or HOW's Facebook page.
to shops and public trans- Email how@ownnsw.org.au
port, allowing her to keep orphone 0493 965 190.

Call us today,
or express your
interest online.

\. 0493 965 190
@ www.how.ownnsw.org.au

Your rental home could
change a life!

@B SHARED.

SCENIC WORLD SHARED
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Are you seeking a rental home
or a reliable, mature tenant?

Are you a Blue Mountains woman aged
55+ and facing housing insecurity?

©Or, do you have a granny flat, unit, or house
you could offer at an affordable rent?

Over 90 older women urgently need
a safe secure and affordable place
to call home for the long-term.

Tlhaiuunu!w Older Women (HOW) program
nched by the Older Women's Network Blue
Mountains, connects women seeking housing
with compassionate home pro-.'r(ior':

SCENICWORLD.COM.AU/SCENIC-WORLD»SHARED
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