
OWN Sydney Book Club choices for 2023.  
1. Betrayed – Sandi Logan. (January 16th meeting)  

This is the true story of the “drug grannies” who became drug mules by driving a 
hashish -laden campervan from Stuttgart to Bombay and then on to Australia. Vera 
Hays and Florice Bessire were tricked by Vera’s nephew, Vern Todd, to take the 
holiday of a lifetime. Sandi Logan befriended the women when they were in jail and 
he had access to the women’s diaries. Were the Grannies set-up or were they the 
masterminds? Sandi presents the story and leaves the conclusion up to you.  
(Adapted from Goodreads) 
352 pages published 2022 Non-fiction 

 
2. Too Much Lip – Melissa Lucashenko (February 20th meeting) 

Wise- cracking Kerry Salter is faced with her Pop dying and she will have to go to her 
hometown. She heads south on a stolen Harley to Bundjalung country. Old family 
wounds open as the family fight to stop the development of their beloved river but 
trouble is Kerry’s middle name. This novel offers much in family relationships. 
(Adapted from Goodreads) 
328 pages      published 2018   Fiction 
 

3. The Companions – Sheri S. Tepper (March 20th meeting) 
Humans have arrived on Moss to discover if any intelligent native life exists there 
and to assess the planet for development and profit. Jewel Delis has accompanied 
her half-brother Paul to this paradise. Her task is to help Paul to decipher the 
Mossen language but her unofficial task is to discover if Moss will offer the promise 
of sanctuary for doomed earth-dwelling animals.  
(Adapted from Goodreads.) 
464 pages        published 2005   Science fiction 
 

4. Mary’s Last Dance -Mary Li (April 17th meeting)   
This book is an uplifting memoir about chasing a dream and sacrificing ambition for 
one’s child. Mary grew up in Rockhampton and displayed an early passion and ability 
for ballet. She was sent to London at the age of 16. She becomes Principal Dancer at 
Houston Ballet where she meets Li Cunxin. They fall in love, marry and become the 
darlings of the dance world. They become parents but not all plain sailing. But they 
face a real problem.  
(Adapted from Goodreads.)  
480 pages  published 2021 Non-fiction 
 

5. Love Stories OR All the Shimmering Skies – Trent Dalton (May 15th meeting) 
Inspired by a personal moment, Trent Dalton spent 2 months in 2021 pounding city 
streets, speaking to Australians from all walks of life and asking one question: ‘Can 



you please tell me a love story?’ And the result is Love Stories – a moving book about 
love stories in all its guises.  
(Adapted from Goodreads.) 
352 pages  published 2021 Non-fiction 
OR 
All the Shimmering Skies.  
Darwin 1942, and as the Japanese bombs rain down, motherless Molly Hook turns 
once again to the sky for guidance. She carries a stone heart inside a duffle bag and a 
map. She is accompanied by Greta, an actress, and Yukio, a Japanese fighter pilot. It 
is an exploration of true love and grave danger, darkness and light and of bones and 
blue skies.  
(Adapted from Goodreads) 
448 pages  published 2020 fiction 
 

6. The Registrar- Neela Janakiramana (June 19th meeting)  
Although this is a novel, it offers a rare insight into the world of a surgeon-in-making. 
Emma is about to start a gruelling year as a surgical registrar at a prestigious Mount 
teaching hospital. As Emma battles overwork, exhaustion and increasing 
disillusionment, she has less ability and time to care for her patients. How can she 
and her colleagues endure such impossible conditions without making fatal 
mistakes?  
(Adapted from Goodreads.)   
368 pages  published 2022 Fiction  
 

7. Good Girl, Bad Girl- Michael Robotham (July 17th meeting) 
A girl is discovered hiding in a secret room after a terrible crime. She won’t tell 
anyone anything about her. Six years later, she is living in a secure children’s home 
with a name of Evie Cormac. A forensic psychologist, Cyrus Haven, must determine if 
Evie is ready to go free. He is also involved in the investigation of a shocking murder 
of a figure skating champion. Cyrus is caught between the two cases. What price will 
he pay?  
(Adapted from Goodreads.) 
353 pages published 2019 Fiction – mystery.  
 

8. Songbirds OR The Beekeeper of Aleppo – Christy Lefteri (August 21 st meeting) 
Yiannis is a poacher, trapping tiny protected songbirds that stop in Cyprus as they 
migrate from Africa to Europe and he sells them on the black market. He dreams of 
marrying Nisha who works on the island as a nanny and maid. But she vanishes. The 
police write off her disappearance. Her employer undertakes the investigation.  
Songbirds offer the story of the fight for truth and justice.  
(Adapted from Goodreads.) 
336 pages published 2021 Fiction 
OR 



Nuri is a beekeeper in Aleppo and his wife, Afra, is an artist. They are forced to leave 
because of the war which erupts. They embark on a perilous journey through Turkey 
and Greece towards an uncertain future in Britain. This story demonstrates the 
triumph of the human spirit.  
(Adapted from Goodreads.) 
317 pages     published 2019 Fiction 
 

9. The Cartographer’s Secret – Tea Cooper (September 18th meeting)  
Evie Ludgrove loves to chart the landscape around her home in the Hunter Valley. 
She sees an advert in The Bulletin offering money for proof of where Ludwig 
Leichhardt met his end. Evie is determined to use her father’s papers to unravel the 
secret. But Evie disappears without a trace. When Letitia, a family member, finds an 
illustrated map that might unfold the mystery of Evie, she sets out to discover the 
truth.  
(Adapted from Goodreads.)  
400 pages published 2021 Fiction – historical  
 

10. The Diamond Eye – Kate Quinn (October 16th meeting)  
In 1937 in Kyiv, Mila Pavlichenko organizes her life around her job and her young 
son. Hitler’s invasion of Ukraine and Russia turns her life in a different direction. She 
becomes a deadly sniper and becomes known as Lady Death. She is eventually sent 
to America on a goodwill tour. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt befriends her but old 
enemies from her past cause her to face her own demons and enemy bullets. Based 
on a true story.  
(Adapted from Goodreads.) 
435 pages published 2022 Fiction – historical 
 

11. Scrublands – Chris Hammer (November 20th meeting)  
An isolated country town is plagued by drought and dealing with a terrible 
happening- a young priest open fires on his congregation, killing 5 before being shot 
dead himself. A year later, a journalist Martin Scarsden arrives to write about the 
tragedy. But the stories he hears don’t fit with the accepted version of the events. 
Martin finds himself risking everything to discover the truth.  
(Adapted from Goodreads.)  
496 pages published 2018 Fiction. 
 

12. Because of You – Dawn French (December 11th meeting) 
The old millennium turns to a new era. In the same hospital, 2 women give birth to 2 
similar daughters. Hope leaves with a beautiful baby girl and Anna leaves with empty 
arms. 17 years later, the truth starts rolling toward them all.  
(Adapted from Goodreads.) 
416 pages published 2020 Fiction 
 
A very varied list for another year. Anne-Marie.  



    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
  
 
 
  


